Hello everyone,

1. Our planning is mostly over for DobsonFest. Please review the attached planning packet. Don't hesitate
to email me with questions.

2. Timeline is on page 2 of packet. Setup time will be 5:30pm, and event runs from 6-10pm. When you
arrive, call my cell if you need parking instructions.

3. Also on page 2 is my cell number (636-346-5460), call or text if you have any questions or need to reach
me the day of the event.

4. page 15 shows the parking area, the observing field, pavilion and restrooms. Please back in park and
setup your telescope on the sidewalk.

5. It is NOT too late to publicize; the Public does not become aware of things until a few days before the
event. So, post on Social Media, add to your website, mention it at star parties. A copy of our press
release is also attached. You can link to the SLAS website that has the DobsonFest

info https://tinyurl.com/bdfcs3rx

6. We will NOT cancel the event in case of weather, event from 6-8pm will be held. If cloudy, we will
cancel telescope viewing 8-10pm. If raining, we will setup scope display under pavilion. Everyone is
welcome to use the pavilion rain or shine. There are plenty of picnic tables, covered and uncovered.

7. We will have 3 small telescopes as attendance prizes, page 5. Plus, other items. If you have any items
you'd like to donate just look me up when you arrive. We will draw all prizes between 7:30 and 8pm

8. Page 7 is a crude "packing list". If you have tools for collimating and cleaning optics, please bring in case
public needs help.

9. We won't create welcome packets, but each club should bring copies of their brochures and star party
flyers to hand out. The planning packet has QR codes for each club website so visitors can click with their
smart phones and bookmark.

Thank you for your help and | am looking forward to seeing you on September 13th

Mark Jones


https://tinyurl.com/bdfcs3rx

Meeting Agenda for 9-3-2025

1. Who's coming?
2. What more info is needed? Head Count Needed

3. Are other clubs publicizing the event?

1. Club calenfiar It is NOT too late to publicize; the Public

2. Club website does not become aware of things until a

3. Club newsletjcer few days before the event. So, post on
4. Attendance prizes |social Media, Add to your website,

mention it at star parties.

5. SLAS Link - https://tinyurl.com/bdfcs3rx

Mark Jones — Cell 636-346-5460, Call Or Text.

Timeline 6:00pm — 10:00pm
Exhibit setup 5:30pm

Activities and Demonstrations 6:00-7:30pm
Attendance Prizes 7:30
Move to Observing field 7:30-8:00

Night Time Telescope Viewing 7:30-10pm

Sunset 7:12pm

Twthht begin 7:39pm
Twilight end: 8:42pm

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87363357026?pwd=VYKAU?2
3TRLWXthfqd3KEZPm3t28mS 1

Meeting ID: 873 6335 7026
Passcode: 147906



https://tinyurl.com/bdfcs3rx
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87363357026?pwd=VYKAU23TRLwXhVpfqd3KEZPm3tz8mS.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87363357026?pwd=VYKAU23TRLwXhVpfqd3KEZPm3tz8mS.1

Weather

We will NOT cancel the event in case of weather,
event from 6-8 will be held.

If cloudy, we will cancel telescope viewing 8-10pm

If raining, we will setup scope display under
pavilion

Everyone is welcome to use the pavilion rain or
shine. There are plenty of picnic tables, covered
and uncovered.




Who is coming?

SLAS - Jim Small, Dennis Latinette, Larry Campbell,
Mike Boelter, Mary & Joe Barteau, Mark Jones,
Michael & Allyn Hoke, Ken Levy, Mike Boelter, Dennis

Tucjalski, Al Kiessel, Mike Outman, Jim Fisher, Wayne
Clark

EMDSO - Fred Schovanez, Rick & Randy Schwentker,
John & Linda Follis, Ray Mueller

ASEM — Don & Ellen Ladwig, Dan Graham, Amy
White, Jim & Yvonne Roe, Janet Kunze

River Bend AC — Randy Harrison, possibly 3 more.
Sangamon — 2 or 3 coming

Missouri Dark Skies — Stephanie Todd, possibly 1
more



Attendance Prizes - 3 small telescopes. A 76mm, f/9
reflector: a 114mm f/9 reflector; and a 130mm f/10
reflector. We have disabled the electronics and gear

systems, making them simple to use alt-az
telescopes.




Display Themes
* Jim Roe — Telescope Making

* Michael & Allyn Hoke - Solar System Ambassador
materials

* Dan Graham - astrophotography display with maybe
two tables and several scopes set up

 Mary and Joe Barteau — AL Observing Programes.
* Stephanie Todd, — Missouri Dark Sky

* Amy White — Library Telescope Program. Mark
Jones will get sighage and business cards from Do

Ficken.
 TBD — Solar Observing

John Dobson History — Possible TV display and video
loop. ASEM talked about providing.

First Time Telescope recommendations — SLAS has
slideshow and can loop on video display.



Packing List
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10.
11.

Club brochures and signs — each club
Printed sheets with key QR codes (SLAS)
Prizes, Raffle tickets, collection bucket (Mark J)

Anyone else have prizes? Amy book, and Moon
Map

Library Telescope signs and cards (Amy W)

Library Telescope (Amy W)
Dobson video loop and display — ASEM?

First Telescope Recommendations video loop —
(SLAS)

Extra extension cords and power strips
Collimation tools, lens cleaning mat’ls

Beginner accessories, eyepieces, books, etc. you
might want to sell (keep low key)



Telescope Fair (free and no tickets required)

DobsonFest 2025
Sep 13, 2025

6pm —10 pm HopF T

Stacy Park, Olivette, MO T E-

Sponsored by:

St Louis Astronomical Society slasonline.org
https://www.facebook.com/stlastro/?ref=page_internal

Astronomical Society of Eastern Missouri — asemonline.org/

https.//www.facebook.com/Astronomical-Society-of-Eastern-
Missouri-226572914663884

River Bend Astronomy Club riverbendastro.org/
https.//www.facebook.com/RiverBend-Astronomy-Club-RBAC-
137093222969249

Eastern Missouri Dark Sky Observers emdso.org
https.//www.facebook.com/EasternMissouriDarkSkyObserver

Sangamon Astronomical Society - https://sas-sky.org/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100057517508048

Dark Sky Missouri https://www.darkskymissouri.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/534147127067540

Library Telescope Program https://www.librarytelescope.org/
https://www.facebook.com/LibraryTelescope
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Telescope Fair (free and no tickets required)
DobsonFest 2025
Sep 13, 2025
6pm—-10 pm
Stacy Park, Olivette, MO
Sponsored by:
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Telescope Fair (free and no tickets required)
DobsonFest 2025
Sep 13, 2025
6pm—-10 pm
Stacy Park, Olivette, MO
Sponsored by:

MISSOURI

LIBRARY

TELESCOPE
PROGRAM



Directions
9720 Old Bonhomme Rd, Olivette, MO 63132

Googlemaps -
https://maps.app.goo.gl/pi93exrfUcKY
/P989

Websites

* https://www.olivetteparksandrec.co
m/stacy-park.html

* https://darksky.org/places/stacy-
park-urban-night-sky-place/

=4 THE QR CODE
B'= - GENERATOR

..in the center of it all

. City Hall/Police /Fire
1140 Diglman Road

. Five Odaks on Warson
1200 N Warsen Road

. Dog Park
2100 Old Banhemme Read
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4. Indian Meadows Park -
9600 Huron Drive W

5. Irv Zeid Citizen’s Park 2
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. Public Works
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9. Villa Park
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2723 Grandview Drive
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John Dobson (1915-2014) was known as a telescope maker
and innovator. During his lifetime, John developed easy to
build telescopes, made from low-cost materials. Many of
today’s commercial telescopes are of the Dobsonian design.
The simplicity of design, makes a Dobsonian telescope
easier to setup and use compared to more sophisticated
telescopes.

Dobsonian telescopes are very durable and they don’t wear
out or break easily. You may have a Dobsonian stored away
in a closet or garage. Bring it to DobsonFest and let us help
you!

Video Links
Cool Astronomy Person of the Week - John Dobson
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hCMtzSMDtHE
The Astronomers - Where Is The Rest Of The Universe?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZwKxN4L2 cQ
John Dobson: A Sidewalk Astronomer FULL MOVIE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bVbX19kabNc
Astronomers Without Borders John Dobson Part 1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P9Cl1lqgndIE O



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hCMtzSMDtHE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZwKxN4L2_cQ
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How to make your own telescope -
https://www.asemonline.org/telescope-
making/d114f900-telescope

Have you ever wanted to make your own telescope?

This website has all the information and plans

needed make a 114mm aperture telescope for about
$100.

Many of the components are 3D printed, other
components are fabricated from wood (MDF), and
links are given where to buy the mirrors

A wemesER
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Notes for Organizers
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* Green — DobsonFest Volunteer parking and exhibit area (29 spaces)
* Blue — Night time viewing area
* Red — Restrooms

* Also to reduce the wear and tear of volunteers, we are going to shorten the
event by starting at 6pm. Also, we want to focus the event around
telescopes, this means not having some of the activities and demonstrations
used at past events. Sunset is at 7:10pm, so we will end the event at 8pm.
After dark, we will do public telescope viewing.

* The focus will be the display of telescopes brought by club members and
by the public. Think of it as a "car show" format, everyone brings a scope to
show off. You can work right out of the trunk of your car, like a trunk or treat.
We will set aside parking spaces so volunteers can tailgate together. We will
still have a meet and greet table where all clubs can pass out literature about
their club. Visitors will then be encouraged to walk around and visit
individual scope owners. This is your chance to share your knowledge and
your experiences with the public. Those owners who want to talk about
telescope making can do so, those with astrophotography skills can do that
also. If you are into solar observing the park has good horizons to the west. If
you have one of the new generation electronic telescopes, bring and share
your experiences. Everyone should bring their favorite accessories, maps,
charts, apps, etc.. to display.



Stacy Park is a 35-acre park located in Olivette, Missouri and is
approximately 10 miles west of St. Louis City. Established in 1926,
Stacy Park is one of five parks in Olivette and is very popular with
Olivette residents and residents of nearby cities. It contains soccer
fields and two baseball diamonds that are used by the city’s youth
sports program. There is a .75-mile blacktop walking path around the
park and a recently added wood ChiP nature trail through the
wooded area in the southern part of the park.

Night viewing activities take place in the center of the park, as it is a
flat area where telescopes can easily be set up and it is away from
tall trees so a large part of the sky can be seen. Skyglow from the
surrounding community is mitigated by tall trees along the boundary
of the park on all sides and the structure of Stacy Park Water
Reservoir. The Park gates are open 24 hours a day with one weekend
per month designated for stargazing activities to encourage night sky
viewing. Additionally, Stacy Park partners with the IDA Missouri
Chapter, Missouri Master Naturalists, St. Louis Audubon Society, and
the St. Louis Astronomical SocietY to offer programs on preservin
the night sky and the detrimental effects of light pollution on wildlife
and the environment.

e https://www.olivettemo.com/610/Stacy-Park-Plan

* https://darksky.org/places/stacy-park-urban-night-sky-place/
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DOBSONFEST
Yelescope Faie

(TAILGATE EVENT)

FREE TO THE PUBLIC, NO TICKETS REQUIRED
TELESCOPE EXHIBITS AND STARGAZING

YOU CAN EVEN BRING YOUR OWN TELESCOPE
TO DISPLAY OR ASK FOR HELP.

SEP. 13, 2025, 6 PM -10 PM
STACY PARK, OLIVETTE, MO
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FREE TO THE PUBLIC, NO TICKETS REQUIRED

TELESCOPE EXHIBITS AND STARGAZING

YOU CAN EVEN BRING YOUR OWN TELESCOPE TO
DISPLAY OR ASK FOR HELP.

SEP. 13, 2025
6 PM-10 PM
STACY PARK, OLIVETTE, MO
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